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At Clark Elementary, we are fortunate to experience a warm, welcoming, and engaging community as a
result of involved parents, community members, and a deeply invested staff. Together, we provide a highly
enriched and purposeful learning environment that greatly enhances our students’ experiences. Our
community is committed to working together in order to make a meaningful difference in the life of every
child we serve. 			

Clark Elementary believes in the potential of every student to achieve high levels of learning. We are
committed to inspiring and supporting each individual in order to attain high levels of success.
Grades K-5; Enrollment 335; Black 2.7%; Asian 15.2%; American Indian/Alaska Native 0.6%; Hispanic 9.9%;
Pacific Islander 0%; Multiracial 5.1%; White 66.6%; Attendance rate 94.6%. Free and reduced lunch 19.8%.
Teachers with Master’s/Ph.D. 62.5%
In July 2012, Washington state received a federal waiver. It replaced Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) with Annual
Measurable Objectives (AMO). AMO requires that each school and district must reduce by half the number of
students who are not proficient in reading and math by 2017.
Clark met Annual Measurable Objectives for the “All Students” group in reading and math. For complete
information about highly qualified teachers, Annual Measurable Objectives, assessment data, and state NAEP
results, go to www.issaquah.wednet.edu/schools/elementary/; select Clark; select state report cards.

District report

For budget details and more go to www.issaquah.wednet.edu/district/CommunityReport/
The Issaquah School District believes in seeking continual feedback from a broad and diverse range of constituents regarding their experiences with the District and their neighborhood school. See the Community Polling
Study site at www.issaquah.wednet.edu/district/polling.aspx for more information and survey results.
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Clark has a very warm and friendly small-school atmosphere. Our school community embraces this familylike environment that has been an important part of Clark’s culture throughout the school’s history.
We have begun a tradition of kicking off the school year with our very own Shark Week, which provides
all students the opportunity to review school expectations at multiple locations and engage in teambuilding opportunities.
Students who exemplify our Clark Commitments (to be Safe, Kind, and Productive) are honored weekly
as Clark Sharks of the Week.
Classes who model excellence are awarded Library, Music, and PE Class of the Week.
Our Monday morning announcement welcomes students back from the weekend, recognizes students
and classes of the week, and updates any important information for the week.
The playground incorporates opportunities for students to learn new games and activities which are
introduced at our different Activity Zones throughout the school year.
Students at Clark have numerous opportunities to be involved in Student Leadership. These include
planning school spirit days with Student Council, leading community support activities, and participating in the Principal’s Cabinet sessions.
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We are proud of our continued strong partnership with our parents and the community. Over 20 Costco
volunteers provide one-on-one reading support to our students. VOICE mentors support our students
each week. Parents are actively involved in the life of the school as they volunteer countless hours to support student learning.
We are also fortunate to have partnerships with Issaquah and Tiger Mountain High Schools, who provide
volunteer high school students to provide one-to-one academic support and lead activities during our
recess times. Issaquah High School students assist our teachers, teach lessons, and mentor students as part
of their high school course work or community service. Tiger Mountain students attend workshops at Clark
to develop and plan specific games and activities for our students to enjoy during their recess periods.
Clark teachers and students are enthusiastically engaged in the integration of technology into all aspects
of learning. All classrooms are equipped with computers, document cameras, digital cameras and ActivBoards. Teachers use classroom websites as communication tools to families and teachers keep current
on ways to use the latest technology through Issaquah Technology Project (ITP) and other professional
development opportunities.
In addition to the Computer Lab, there is a fully equipped Art Room, Cooking Lab, and Science Room that
provide students with enriched learning experiences. Students learn to play keyboards, recorders, guitars,
and a variety of rhythmic instruments in our rich music program.
We are proud of our partnership with the Issaquah Schools Foundation and the support the foundation
has given us through grants such as guided reading materials for our bookroom, kindergarten assessments and summer reading materials for our incoming kindergarten students.

Clark has a focused goal on improving student achievement in writing. In addition to teacher training
and implementation of our new writing curriculum, we are specifically looking at how to engage our
male students in the writing process. All teachers receive training throughout the year on strategies in
addition to the components of our newly adopted writing curriculum. Students are engaged in daily
writing instruction, practice, and celebration. Writing activities include journaling, poetry, publishing
and sharing of personal writing. In order to determine specific areas of need and to measure student
progress, grade level teacher teams score writing samples and chart the data. In addition, our teachers
are trained in the components of a balanced reading block (read to, guided reading, shared reading, and
independent reading), comprehension strategies aimed to build active and engaged readers through
visible thinking, and receive ongoing support through our Literacy Support Teacher. This year, teachers
gave reading assessments at the beginning of the year and based their instruction throughout the year
on individual student needs. They reassessed students throughout the year during reading conferences
and running records and again formally at the end of the year to show growth. Students receive reading
support while working with Costco volunteers on a phonics-based program, in our Title 1 Reading Club,
and through guided groups led by teachers, parent volunteers and educational assistants. Teachers continue to refine their teaching of the Everyday Math curriculum, leading students in daily problem solving,
concept development, higher level thinking skills, and ongoing practice in computation. Adult and high
school mentors provide students with positive role models to assist with their success in school. Many
teachers are trained in GLAD, a student-centered, language-rich program designed to meet the varied
needs of our students. With the support of our GLAD Building Leader, teachers use the classroom strategies daily and students are highly motivated and actively engaged in learning.
Clark hosts a district Science-Technology Magnet program, a 4/5 multi-age classroom with a focus on environmental science taught through a hands-on approach to learning. Clark also hosts the Issaquah Skills Enhancement Program (ISEP), a self-contained program for K-5 students with emotional and behavioral concerns.
The district provides a tuition-based before and after school child care program at Clark
called Shark Club. In addition, we offer a variety of extracurricular activities through PTA
and teacher led clubs: Choir, Student Council, Homework Club, Cooking, Art Club, Safety
Patrol, Math Club, Reading Club, After School Movies, and Lego Club.
We just finished year two of our three year reading goal—to have 89% of our students
reading at grade level by 2013. To help us meet our goals we collected baseline reading
assessment data on all students, continually monitor growth throughout the year, and
teachers participate in professional development at least once a month. This year, our
student and staff populations have both grown considerably, with 22 new adult faces, and about 230 new students! We are all flexing and working together as we enter into the initial stages of planning for our new school
location and facility!
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Assessment

Two tests given to elementary school students—The Stanford 10 Achievement Test and the Measurement of Student Progress (MSP)—help indicate how well Issaquah students are learning.

Stanford 10

The Stanford 10 is a national test that the district administers to students in grades 1, 2, and 5. It shows
how well Issaquah students are learning compared to a representative group of other students in the
country (the norm group). Issaquah Stanford 10 scores are compared to the norm group scores and are
reported as a percentile rank. Students who earn a score of 70, for example, can say that they scored
higher than 70% of the norm group.
In 2012 the norm group changed to a more current sample. Generally speaking, the new norm group
was more representative of the nation as a whole and produced a “tougher” norm to which our Issaquah
School District students are now compared. Therefore, last year we expected to see lower average scores
at the school and district level than the year before, when there was a less rigorous norm. This year’s scores
can be compared to last year’s and, moving forward, we will be able to notice trends in performance.

Grade level
Total Reading
Total Math
MSP

1/District

2/District

5/District

36/62

42/64

78/78

49/66

53/75

85/85

The MSP is an exam developed by and mandated by the state; it replaced the state’s original annual
exam, the WASL, in spring 2010. Washington’s education reform efforts began in 1993 and involve annual state-specific tests for students in grades 3-8 in reading, writing, math, and science (MSP) and then
again in grade 10 (High School Proficiency Exams in reading and writing and End of Course assessments
in math and biology). MSP goes beyond multiple choice tests like the Stanford 10. The tests are much
shorter than the WASL and include multiple-choice and short-answer questions. Four-point essay questions have been eliminated on reading, math and science tests. This change allows students to show
they are able to solve the problems, while not being scored on their writing ability on the math, reading
and science tests.
Besides being a state test rather than a national assessment, MSP results are reported differently. Each
student either “Meets Standard,” “Exceeds Standard,” or “Does Not Meet Standard” in each subject—reading, math, writing, science—and subjects tested vary among grade levels. MSP scores do not compare
students to other students; instead they show the learning level of each student as compared to the
state’s expectations for a well-taught student at that grade level.
MSP results help parents know how well each student is meeting learning targets, and the results help
schools plan instruction and curriculum focused on these learning targets. Numbers represent the percentage meeting or exceeding standard.

Grade level
Reading
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3

District/State

4

District/State

5

District/State

87.5

90.7/73.0

76.9

87.1/72.4

86.7

87.6/72.6

Writing

n/a

n/a

69.2

80.0/62.1

n/a

n/a

Math

85.0

83.5/65.2

67.7

83.9/62.5

85.0

83.1/62.6

Science

n/a

n/a

n/a

n/a

88.3

86.5/66.5
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